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the twentieth century, find the advice of Sun Tsu to be still valid for 
military strategists today. Quoting Hart in that one short book was 
embodied almost as much about the fundamentals of strategy and tactics 
as I had covered in more than twenty books.” It is to “know the enemy, 



Geography is one of the broadest academic disciplines that has 
maintained a constant presence within university curricula in America. 
The discipline’s breadth has been variously characterized as geography’s 
major strength, as well as its “Achilles heel.” The breadth of the 
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so that we can better understand the physical and human world in which 
we live. 
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Figure 2. 1 : Location of Afghanistan, Global Scale (33° N, 65° E). Figure 2.2: Regional Map of Afghanistan. 

Source: Author. Source: Author. 
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vegetation; one sixth of the country is desert land; and one sixth of the 
land is pasture and farmland. Essentially, these land characterizations 
relate to the central highlands, the desert south, and the northern 
grasslands, the arable lands. Figure 5.1 portrays the vegetation patterns of 
Afghanistan. 




m 

m 




BEST COPY AVAILABLE 











cs'.a 



ERIC 



U 

C 

Q> 

U 

U 

s 

u 

u 

o 



ij 

a 

c 

A 

c 



o 

Q 



2 

o 

U( 




§ i 

ix, PQ 



cd 

o o 
o cd 

£ S 



Cu 

3 

2 

O 



o 

Ph 



o 



tS 

(u S 

cd ^ 

o3 g 

a s 



O 

Ph 

b 

Q 



a 

o 



o 

o 

VO 

m 

I 

O 

O 

<N 

<N 

a 

I 

^ s 

3 '2 

^ •§ 
PQ o 

W) ^ 

S 22 

H 2 

(U 

g.& 
.2 g 

plh 



cx 

:3 



o 

Pu 

d> 

c 

(u A 
.3 ^ 

a. c/5 
< - 



M 

o 

c/3 

2 

o 

Ph 



8 

VO 

fO 

I 

o 

o 

Tt 

<N 



S I 

c s -g, 

5 O I 

^ * ed'' 

PQ c 

- C ed 
cd o> bb 

^•e 2 

M D cd 

H PQ U 



CO 

2 

o 

Ph 

d> 

a 

‘o. 

< 

r? 



1 

I- 



I 

ss 

C§ 



2 2^ 
M O 
«0 >!-• 






0> CO 

Is 

H-I 

^ .22 
:S S 

^ cd 

g JH 
,W) 
Vm 

CO 

cd ^ 

CO 

*o <l> 
(U -o 
cc 3 



<J 

c 

o 

*5b 



.a 
M ’ 
*0. 

e 

d> 



o 

c 

(D 

C <4-1 

« o 

a 
o 



A 

u 

o 

c 



D 

cy 

CO 

O 

O 

O 

o' 



H 



T. ^ 
® H 



Z 

o> 

J3 

H 



Tf 

m 



o> 

a 

cx 

(U 



§) 



c 

(U 

S 

c 

o 

> 

c 

<u ? 
o 

C Q 

3 ^ 

o b 

CO w 
(U O 

0^ S 

!'§ 

cd o 

*0 ^ 

s 

cd (L> 
S 

J3 2 

fei) c« 

o > 

(U > 

o ^ 



o 

O D, 
<N 

Q 

cd 
C/3 



r- 



o 

ERIC 




a 

o 



<D 

•o 



'5 O 



(U 

Plh 





G 






0 






CO 












*3 

b 


!U 

■s 




CO 

a 






0 

0 


cu 




”0 


2 


*3 


a 

cd 


Co 



S 

I 



•o 

B ^ 

Cd c/3 
« “ 
c S 

ed cd 



(O o 

II 

2l 



C 

cd 



< 



(U 
Cd 

c 

.3 

‘C 
cd 

o ■ 

O Q, 

<N e 

di 
cd 
G 
Cd 






O cZ '*= 



s.s 

d> 

O. ^ 
^ <N 
O ^ 

PL( f<-> 

. . ON 

§v 

^ <L) 

J3 00 

cd cd 
PM 



O 

O 

m 

-o 

(U 

N 

T3 

(U 

<U 

c 

o 



s 

s 

<u 

-C 

H 



<N li 

^ > 

On o> 

^ ’O 

^ x> 

^ cd 
cd c 

^ CO 

S O 

D# CO 
O 

T3 

a 

Cd 

PCI 



pp 

Pm 

t; 

o 

Cm 

5r 

Q 

0 

§ 

2 

c 

ss 

1 

^Co 

V. 



C 

O 

•o 

c 

o 



20 



-s 

K 

S' 

Si 
Q 

g 

2 
c 
ss 

1 

•S 

CJ 

5 

2 

s: 

cu 

s 

s: 

P co'' 

•b ^ 
> 2 

c5 

o *3 
<N *0 



G 

O 

t3 

G 

O 



G 

O 

m 



o 

G 

o 

too 

< 

<0 

o 

o 

(U 

toJ) 



G 

o 

U 

o 

o 

o 

cd 

Pm 

•O 

o 



X 

(D 

•o 

c 

s 

o 

o 

CJ 

,cd 



c 

g 

Cd 

g 

3 

o 

Q 



3 ^ s 



u 

d 

c 
o 
to 

G 

H IS 



> 

o 

tof 



s ^ 



o 

o 

<N 

< 

►-H 

u 



CCJ ^ 



Microsoft. 2001. Afghanistan. Microsoft Encarta Interactive World Atlas. 
http://www.microsoft.comyencarta 




Os 

m 



VO 



o 

ERIC 




00 



21 



0> 

a 


-*-• 

cO 

JS 


c 

o 


CO 

C 
• ^ 


-o 

i 


o 






cd 




CG 


X3 

CO 




s 

o> 


.l> 


V 




J3 


1m 




ji: 


*C 

PQ 


CO 




(U 


c3 


(U 


H 


§ 


c« 

O 




4-» 


oi 


O 

u 





O CO 

a Q. « 




C/3 

u 

u 



1 



s: 

3 

^ I 

^ c-> 

O 

ts ^ 



-o 

§ 



D 

N 



O 

U 



c 
o 

W to 
*-i: 3 

3 o 

<-> 

<u <N 

§ 

O <N 

«§ 

a 

*i3 K 



• r^ -Vit (U ^ 

^ -3 Q ^ 



'-' <3 
' ■? 
CQ <S« 

c ^ 
o 

J2 I 



er|c 




22 



PH V. 



o 

o 

I- o 





c 



O 

rv) 



^ o 
oi 

■M 

.s-^ 

o. g 

c: :s 

o 1: 

t/5 isP 

K 

ll 

O. ^ 

(O 



flT ^ 



On ^ 
On G 

2 8 

E i 

a (A 

3 c 

ji*!j m 

O H-t 

H 



<N 



23 BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



The vast majority of Muslims in Afghanistan are followers of the 
Sunni branch of Islam, which accounts for about 90 percent of all Muslims 
worldwide (see Figure 7.1). Unlike most Sunnites, some of Afghanistan’s 
Sunni Muslims, including members of the ruling Taliban, are quite 
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ensured that invading groups settled in the area as they moved through or 

temporarily controlled territory. In addition, the rugged terrain of the Figure 7.2: Ethnoliguistic Groups in Afghanistan 

country enabled groups to remain isolated from each other, thus slowing Source: Central Intelligence Agency, 1997 

the process of acculturation and the sharing of cultural traits. Ethnologue, 
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Meanwhile, the United States and the United Nations continue to initially found support in their drive to create a true Islamic society, 

recognize Buhanuddin Rabbani as the legitimate leader and government of mostly from the Pushtun sectors of the population, Stump (2000) 

Afghanistan. Under Rabbani’s leadership, the country’s official name is described how the Taliban’s strict enforcement of traditional beliefs 

the Islamic State of Afghanistan, is ruled by an Islamic Council, and the “alienated Afghans who didn’t follow the strict interpretation of Sunni 

government is comprised of elements of the Northern Alliance. Islam.” 
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Besides imposing their own ideals and interpretation of the Koran 
Figure 8.2: Provinces in Afghanistan on the Afghan people, the Taliban has at various times, “espoused 

Source: World Geographical Encyclopedia, Vol III, Asia, 1995. expansionist philosophy,” and their policies and beliefs have “antagonized 

neighboring countries” (Stump 2000). Although, the Taliban’s leadership 
has since revoked such claims, neighboring countries continue to fear that 
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Today agriculture is the largest segment of the Afghan economy. 
Estimates indicate that from 67-85% of Afghanis are engaged in 
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Afghanistan’s annual food requirements and prompted the United Nations 
Figure 9.1: Afghanistan’s Poppy Cultivation to begin emergency food drops in June of 2000 in an effort to mitigate the 

Source: United Nations 2001 impact of the drought (Country Watch 2000, CIA 2001). 




transportation infrastructure, coupled with the drought of 1999, has forced 
Afghanistan to rely upon humanitarian assistance to feed its people. 
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United Nation 1999. Security Council Resolution 1267 of 15 October 
1999. http://www.un.org/Docs/scres/1999/99scl267.htm . Accessed 
9/27/2001. 
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Consequently, virtually all of the major cities have experienced significant Figure 10.2: Russian Topographic Line Map Extract of Kabul 

damage to their infrastructure and many of the urban landscapes exhibit Source: Soviet General Staff Map I-42-XVI, 1985 

various types of visual blight and decay. 
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-Brandon K. Herl Austin, UT Library Online. 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/afghanistan.html 
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Center of For the non-nomadic, largely agricultural segment of the rural 

Rank Province Area (sq. km) Province Population Pop Dens population, density of settlement is greatest in eastern Afghanistan in the 

intensively cultivated plains and valleys formed by the Kabul River and its 
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Table 11.1. Afghanistan Population by Province 
Source: http://www.afghan’realitv.de/prov.html 
Note: Certain regions were impacted by massive emigration during the war with the 
Soviet Union in the 1980s. In the 1990s, many refugees returned home but millions 
remain in Pakistan and Iran. 
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Figure 12.7: Afghanistan’s Summer Temperature Extremes 
Source: United Nations 2001 
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